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Global Engagement

June, 2017 Global News
Dance students return from service trip in
Panama
contact: Deanne Puca
June 1, 2017 | WMU News
KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Twenty Western Michigan University students returned recently from a
weeklong volunteer trip to Panama, where they provided free dance classes to children who
wouldn't otherwise have access to arts education.

WMU dance students at the Reserva Cerro Ancón in Ancón, Panama. (Photo credit: Allison Yates)

This was the second year WMU students have participated in the nonprofit service program,
Movement Exchange, which provides free, year-round dance classes at partner orphanages and
at-risk youth foundations in Panama and the United States.
The student "dance diplomats" spent the week of May 7-14 dancing, learning and inspiring
young people by taking and teaching classes with dance majors at the University of Panama,
taking a contemporary/aerial dance class from a professional Panamanian dance company, and
providing free dance education to children at Aldea SOS Orphanage in Panama City, Malambo
Orphanage, Hogar de la Infancia, Fundación Danilo Perez, and the arts foundation, Danzarea.

WMU dance student Kelci Winchell poses with a child at the
Malambo Orphanage, Panama. (Photo credit: Allison Yates)

"This trip has impacted me spiritually,
mentally, emotionally and physically," says
junior Madelyn Donovan, a WMU dance
major from Fort Wayne, Indiana, who made
her second trip to Panama this year.
"Mentally, I observed a different lifestyle
and approach to dance that has made me
question my own view and approach to
dance and life. Emotionally, I attached
myself to the kids and culture making it
extremely hard to say goodbye. Spiritually,
I was challenged to live in a more fearless
way. I'm leaving humbled and inspired to

live life more mindfully."
"We have found that having access to dance education greatly improves the students' sense of
self and creativity," adds Adele Switzer, Panama Fellow for the national organization. "Through
dance, many of our students have found a way to express their emotions. Dance and the arts have
become a form of expressing their anger, happiness, joy, excitement and fear."
Through dance, children are able to strengthen community bonds, improve their sense of self
worth, and gain life skills that will lead to their success as influential members of society, says
Switzer. Participation in this program not only provides free dance classes during the week, but
also supports Movement Exchange's free year-round dance programming in Panama.
By organizing international dance exchanges and providing year-round dance programming in
Panama, Movement Exchange promotes cross-cultural understanding and self confidence in the
university students who attend the exchange as well as the children who participate in these
programs.

About Movement Exchange

Movement Exchange is a 501(c)(3) organization
that unites dance and service through its network of
university chapters, international dance exchanges
and year-round programs in underserved
communities. Founded in 2010, Movement
Exchange provides dancers the opportunity to
travel to Panama to teach dance to children in
orphanages and at-risk youth foundations. To
support sustainable dance education, Movement
Exchange provides free, year-round dance classes
Aerial class at Xielo/Gramo Danse. (Photo credit: Allison Yates)

at its partner locations in Panama and the United States.

Student organization awarded by world's
largest human resources association
contact: Alyssa Benson
June 23, 2017 | WMU News

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The Western Michigan
University student chapter of the Society for
Excellence in Human Resources has again
received recognition from the Society for Human
Resource Management.
The student organization was awarded the 201617 Merit Award designation for providing superior
growth and development opportunities to its
members. The WMU chapter is one of 327 across
the United States and one of 149 recipients of this
year’s Merit Award.

'Excellent program'
SHRM student chapters have the opportunity to earn an award based on the number of activities
they complete during the merit award cycle, which lasted from April 1, 2016, to March 31, 2017.
The award encourages student chapters to require ongoing excellence in the following areas:
student chapter requirements; chapter operations; chapter programming and professional
development of members; and support of the human resource professional and SHRM
engagement.
"We are proud to have received the award this year," says Dr. Kyle Brink, associate professor of
management and faculty advisor for WMU's SEHR chapter. "SEHR gives students the
opportunity to expand their knowledge and expertise in the human resource field beyond the
classroom. By engaging with other human resource management practitioners and taking part in
professional development activities, students grow immensely. Receiving this honor means
WMU continues to be among excellent programs in the country with students who are dedicated
to their industry and human resource management issues."

Society for Human Resource Management
The Society for Human Resource Management is the world's largest HR professional society,
representing 285,000 members in more than 165 countries. For nearly seven decades, the society
has been the leading provider of resources serving the needs of HR professionals and advancing

the practice of human resource management. SHRM has more than 575 affiliated chapters within
the United States and subsidiary offices in China, India and the United Arab Emirates.

Chinese language and culture camps open to
students age 8 to 16
contact: Korey Force
June 26, 2017 | WMU News

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Local students age 8 to 16 can experience
Chinese language and culture this summer by attending camps at
Western Michigan University during the month of July.
Four one-week sessions are being offered this summer, and there are
still some openings for the remaining two sessions, which take place
July 10-14 and July 17-21. The cost is $100 for one session, or $180
for both of the remaining sessions.
During the camps, students:





Learn and practice the Mandarin language.
Play traditional Chinese games.
Watch Chinese movies.
Try their hand at Chinese paper cutting, calligraphy painting and
the Chinese yo-yo.

The Summer Chinese language and culture camps are hosted by WMU's Confucius Institute and
take place in Sangren Hall.
For more information about the camps, visit wmuconfucius.org/sc.

The Confucius Institute at WMU
A nonprofit organization, the Confucius Institute at WMU is designed to bring an authentic
Chinese perspective to WMU and the Kalamazoo area. It was established in 2009 through a
partnership with Beijing Language and Culture University, and is the fourth such institution in
Michigan and the 61st founded in the U.S.
This on-campus institute is supported with funding from the Hanban that is matched by WMU.
In addition, Beijing Language and Culture University annually provides teachers who are trained
in teaching Chinese as a foreign language and conducting cultural courses.

Institute is taking local high school students
to China for summer camp
contact: Korey Force
June 26, 2017 | WMU News

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—A group of 10 local high
school students will travel to China in July with the
Confucius Institute at Western Michigan University
for a language and culture summer camp.
The students and their Confucius Institute
instructors will depart Monday, July 24, for a 12day camp that includes visits to Beijing, Shanghai
and Hangzhou, China. Participating are Kalamazoo
Central and Loy Norrix high school students who
have spent at least two semesters learning
Shanghai Museum of Ancient Art
Mandarin. Mandarin courses are taught in these two
Kalamazoo high schools by instructors from China
whose appointments are facilitated by the Confucius Institute at WMU.
Summer camp participants will not only receive two weeks of Chinese language and cultural
training, but also have ample opportunities to apply what they learn in the classroom.
"Local students may have learned some Chinese in class, but they don't have the environment to
use it in the local community," says Wenfang Sun, associate director of the Confucius Institute at
WMU. "And, they may have some knowledge about Chinese culture, but they don't have the
opportunity to experience it."

Affordable China experience
The students who are participating in the China camp are responsible only for airfare, visas and
medical insurance. All in-country expenses are covered by the Hanban, the headquarters for all
Confucius Institutes across the world.
Kristen Allen, the mother of one China-bound student, reports that the decision to sign up her
daughter for the summer camp was not a difficult one.

"The generous scholarship made it very
affordable," she says. "I would love to see
the Great Wall and visit China in my
lifetime. It has not happened for me yet, but
[I'm] so happy to support my daughter in
doing so with this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity."
This will be the first time that the Confucius
Institute takes students to China, although
the institute offers language and culture
A section of the Great Wall
summer camps each year on the
University's main campus. The model for the camp program was adapted from the Hanban and is
specifically designed for high school students.
"This experience will open a window and give them more choice in their future study and life,"
Sun says.

The Confucius Institute at WMU
A nonprofit organization, the Confucius Institute at WMU is designed to bring an authentic
Chinese perspective to WMU and the Kalamazoo area. It was established in 2009 through a
partnership with Beijing Language and Culture University, and is the fourth such institution in
Michigan and the 61st founded in the U.S.
This on-campus institute is supported with funding from the Hanban that is matched by WMU.
In addition, Beijing Language and Culture University annually provides teachers who are trained
in teaching Chinese as a foreign language and conducting cultural courses.

Ethics Center offers three book club events
for the fall semester
contact: Mark Schwerin
June 28, 2017 | WMU News

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Just in time for summer reading, the Western Michigan University
Center for the Study of Ethics in Society has announced readings and discussions of three books
dealing with hot-button ethical questions as part of book clubs during the fall semester.
Discussions of the three books begin Wednesday, Sept. 20, and continue through late
November. The book clubs are open to the general public as well as the greater WMU
community. Books are provided free of charge to the first 10 people who sign up via email to

ethicscenter@wmich.edu. To participate, people must sign up no later than one week before
the group's first meeting.

Medical racism
Keagan Potts, a master's degree student in philosophy, will lead
discussions of "Black and Blue: The Origins and Consequences of
Medical Racism" by John Hoberman. "Black and Blue" offers an
account of what American doctors think about racial differences
and how their thoughts have unique and often disproportionate
negative effects on black patients. Hoberman departs from past
discourse on medical racism by addressing the racially motivated
thinking and behaviors of physicians practicing medicine today
over and above systemic racism in our healthcare system. This
work has many implications from issues of paternalism,
confidentiality, and individual ethical concerns about just
distribution of healthcare resources, the right to a decent minimum
of care and the obligation of the government to promote access for
its citizens.
The group will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesdays at a variety of
locations: Sept. 20, at the WMed Information Commons; Sept. 27,
in 3025 Brown Hall; and Oct. 11, at Central City Tap House.

Gender identity
John Minser, curriculum coordinator at the WMU Homer Stryker M.D. School of Medicine, will
lead discussions of "The Left Hand of Darkness" by renowned science-fiction author Ursula
LeGuin. In this novel, a lone emissary of an emerging
galactic coalition arrives on a wintry planet without gender.
His conflict with a non-gendered society forms the core of
the plot, raising ethical issues related to gender identity,
metaphorical and literal colonization of the body, and
paternalism.
The group will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesdays Oct. 17, Oct. 24
and Nov. 7. at Central City Tap House.

Hate speech
Kathy Purnell, a part-time instructor in the School of
Public Affairs and Administration, will lead discussions
of "The Harm in Hate Speech" by Jeremy Waldron.
Waldron develops a distinctive argument on the nature of
the harm to others in hate speech, which is not "offense,"
but instead an attack on social standing and dignity. Key
ethical questions are: What are our responsibilities to one
another in a democracy to prevent utterances that may
intentionally seek to diminish the social standing of
others in the eyes of the community? When, if ever,
should such utterances be curtailed? What are the
normative justifications for those restrictions?
The group will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesdays Nov. 1, Nov.
15 and Nov. 29. The first meeting will be held in
2072 Moore Hall; the group will determine future
meeting locations.
For more information, go to wmich.edu/ethics. Questions may be directed to Dr. Sandra
Borden, center director, at sandra.borden@wmich.edu.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

